
£1.3m investment to reduce storm overflows in Whitby 

Yorkshire Water is planning to invest £1.3m to reduce discharges from a storm overflow on 
Whitby’s Esplanade. 

The scheme, which will begin in the new year, is expected to reduce discharges from the 
overflow by 25%, further enhancing the water quality off the coast. The investment is part 
of a two-year, £180m project across Yorkshire to reduce discharges from storm overflows 
by 2025. 

Yorkshire Water and its contract partners Morrison Water Services will separate surface 
water from wastewater in the area. This will remove highway drainage and key domestic 
surface water drainage from the combined sewer and connect to a new surface water 
system, reducing the need for discharges via the storm overflow in times of heavy or 
prolonged rainfall.     

Work will take place on Esplanade, North Terrace, White Point Road, North Promenade and 
Argyle Road to install new surface water sewers, manholes and reroute highway drainage. 
While work is taking place some roads will closed temporarily and diversions will be in 
place. The project is expected to take 12 weeks to complete. 

Once completed, the surface water drainage system will be able to take rainwater from 
highways and surface water from properties directly to the sea, rather than combining 
with wastewater. 

Omair Khan, project manager at Yorkshire Water, said: “We are committed to playing our 
part to improve water quality at Yorkshire’s beaches. We recently committed to investing 
£180m to reduce discharges from storm overflows in the next two years and this is one of 
the first projects to be delivered as part of that investment.  

“The separation of rainwater and wastewater is one way to reduce discharges and once 
this work is completed, it will dramatically reduce discharges from the overflow on 
Esplanade. 

“Tackling storm overflows is a priority for us and this project is just a small part of our wider 
plans, which have been submitted to Ofwat for approval, to invest a further £1.4bn to 
reduce discharges into rivers and seas by 2030. 

“We know there is more to do on our coast to improve water quality. We continue to work 
with North Yorkshire Council and the Environment Agency to identify further opportunities 
to bring forward investment as quickly as possible.” 

Richard Flinton, chief executive at North Yorkshire Council, said: “Investment to reduce 
overflows into the sea off Whitby is very much welcomed. We hope that it will be beneficial 
to improving water quality through the year, helping Whitby’s tourist credentials and the 
marine environment.” 
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For more information contact Andy Robinson on andy.j.robinson@yorkshirewater.co.uk  
 
Follow us on Twitter @YorkshireWater or @YWhelp for information on incidents  
 
Notes to editors:  
 
Yorkshire Water manages the collection, treatment and distribution of water in the 
region, supplying around 1.24 billion litres of drinking water to over 5 million people every 
day. We have 2,500 colleagues and rely on a huge network of more than 700 treatment 
works, 130 reservoirs and 62,000 miles of mains to transport water around the whole 
county using our unique grid system.  
 
To keep such a complex system working effectively we've got to constantly invest in it, 
that's why between 2015 and 2020 we'll be putting £3.8 billion back into the local economy.  
 
But we're more than just a water company, we're also the second largest landowner in 
Yorkshire with 80,000 acres of land, and we welcome thousands of visitors to some of the 
most scenic spots that you'll find anywhere in Yorkshire every year. Our company vision is 
"taking care of the water environment for good"  
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